THE REPLY TO HA7NE.

note nor an overwrought description which offenda
our taste and jars upon our sensibilities.

Mr. "Webster showed his love of direct sim-
plicity in his style even more than in his thought
or the general arrangement and composition of
his speeches. His sentences are, as a rule, short,
and therefore pointed and intelligible, but they
never become monotonous and harsh, the fault to
which brevity is always liable. On the contrary,
they are smooth and flowing, and there is always
a sufficient variety of form. The choice of lan-
guage is likewise simple. Mr. Webster was a
remorseless critic of his own style, and he had an
almost extreme preference for Anglo-Saxon words
and a corresponding dislike of Latin derivatives.
The only exception he made was in his habit of
using " commence" instead of its far superior
synonym " begin." Hia style was vigorous, clear,
and direct in the highest degree, and at the same
time warm and full of vitality. He displayed
that rare union of strength with perfect simplic-
ity, the qualities which made Swift the great mas-
ter of pure and forcible English.

Charles Fox is credited with saying that a good
speech never reads well. This opinion, taken in
the sense in which it was intended, that a care-
fully-prepared speech, which reads like an essay,
lacks the freshness and glow that should charac-
terize the oratory of debate, is undoubtedly cor-
rect. But it is equally true that when a speed;